
local government

Creating YOUR community!

Planning
Local Government in NSW is a $6 billion industry that touches almost everyone, in some way, on a daily basis. 

More than 50,000 people work in the 152 councils that are located in city, regional and rural locations across NSW.
They work in jobs as varied as engineering, children's services, planning, arts and culture, environmental planning,
recreation services, tourism, economic development, libraries and museums, �nance and administration. 

As one of the largest employers in NSW, Local Government not only provides excellent job and career paths, it also
o�ers the unique opportunity to make a real di�erence to the community you live in.

Choose a career in Local Government and become part of the team that is creating your community.
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COUNCILS WORKING TOGETHERCreating YOUR community!

What is Planning?
The planning profession (which is also referred to as ‘town 
planning’ or ‘spatial planning’) is specifically concerned with 
shaping cities, towns and regions by managing development, 
infrastructure and services.

Planners are professionals who design the communities in 
which we live, work and play.  Balancing the built and natural 
environment, community needs, cultural significance, and 
economic sustainability, planners aim to improve our quality of 
life and create vibrant communities.  

As well as assessing development proposals and devising 
policies to guide future development, planners work in areas as 
diverse as housing, energy, health, education, communications, 
leisure, tourism and transport.  They create new, and revitalise 
existing, public spaces, conserve places of heritage and enhance 
community value.  

The important work planners do is gaining increasing 
recognition as communities place greater emphasis on 
‘liveability’, environmental sustainability, the design and feel of 
places and public space. 

Planning in Local Government
One of the most important functions carried out by councils 
is the planning function. Local government planners help 
to shape the way towns and cities develop, balancing the 
competing demands placed on land by housing, business, 
transport and leisure, and making sure plans meet the 
economic and social needs of a community. 

Planners working in NSW councils undertake a wide variety of 
work which includes:

• Urban development 
• Regional and rural planning  
• Development assessment and land use  
• Social and community based planning   
• Urban design and place-making 
• Environmental planning and natural resources management  
• Transport planning  
• Heritage and conservation  
• Neighbourhood and urban renewal 
• Infrastructure and services planning 

Career Pathways
Types of Jobs 

Building Inspector 
Building Surveyor 
Environmental Officer 
Environmental Education Officer 
Heritage and Conservation Adviser 

Property Management Officer 
Town Planner  
Spatial Data/GIS Officer 
Urban Planner 
Valuer 

Education and Training
There are a number of pathways into planning and 
development roles in councils. Some options include:

• Applying for a cadetship or traineeship position with a council
 and studying while you work 
• Moving into a planning role from another area within council
 (eg. customer service, building assessment) 
• Completing a university or vocational qualification prior to
 working in council

Some jobs in Planning and Development do not require 
a university degree. There are vocational education and 
training courses offered by TAFE and other Registered Training 
Organisations (RTOs) which will articulate into degrees, if you 
choose to further your education. Examples of qualifications 
you might consider are: 
• Master of Urban and Regional Planning 
• Bachelor of Planning 
• Bachelor of Urban and Regional Planning 
• Diploma in Town Planning
• Diploma of Local Government (Planning) – TAFE or
 private RTO 
• Diploma of Local Government (Environmental Health &
 Building Assessment) – TAFE or private RTO 
• Certificate IV in Planning – TAFE or private RTO
• Certificate II in Local Government (available as a school-based
 traineeship) – TAFE or private RTO

More Information
• www.planning.org.au - learn more about careers in planning
• www.careergov.com.au - to learn more about careers in
 local government 
• www.lgsa-plus.net.au - for more information on careers in
 local government 
• www.goingtouni.gov.au - for information on going to
 university and university courses 
• www.tafensw.edu.au - for information on going to TAFE and
 TAFE courses in NSW 
• www.sbatinnsw.info - for information on school-based
 traineeships in NSW 
• www.dlg.nsw.gov.au - for information on your local council
• www.counciljobs.com - to see jobs currently available in
 local government

Imagine designing the suburb that your grandchildren will live in.


