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REROC’s highly successful Build A Bridge Camp ran for the 12th year in August. The 

Camp which was the brain-child of the REROC Engineers’ Group aims to encourage 

young people to consider a career in engineering by giving them  hands-on experi-

ence of the work involved.  

This year 23 students, including 5 female students, participated in Build a Bridge 

which ran from 20-22 

August. The students 

were again guided by 

Nigel Worne who has 

been our trainer since 

the Camp’s inception 

in 2006. The students 

were also mentored by 

engineers from the 

REROC MemberCoun-

cils and from the RMS.  

The Camp, is run in 

partnership with the 

Compact and is 

sponsored by NSW 

IPWEA. It has result-

ed in almost 40% of 

the more than 260 

students that have 

participated taking 

up engineering as a 

career.  

Pictured are stu-

dents constructing 

the bridge they designed over the creek at Borambola. The students walk over the 

bridge to collect their certificates of participation.  One of the parents that attend-

ed the presentation advised that her son who was part of the Camp 4 years ago 

was now a student at CSU and a cadet engineer at Bathurst City Council.  
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Bland,  Coolamon, Cootamundra-Gundagai, Greater Hume, Junee, Lockhart, Snowy Valleys, Temora, Wagga Wagga, Riverina Water, Goldenfields Water 

Councils Working Together 

Deputy Prime Minister to 

address REROC Annual 

General Meeting  
 

Hon Michael McCormack MP, 

Deputy Prime Minister, Minister 

for Infrastructure, Transport and 

Regional Development and 

Member for Riverina will be the 

guest speaker at the lunch RE-

ROC  will hold in conjunction 

with its Annual General Meeting 

on 19 October.  

 

The meeting which will be held 

at the Commercial Club, will pro-

vide members with an oppor-

tunity to hear about the Deputy 

Prime Minister’s vision for his 

portfolio, particularly following 

the recent reshuffle which added 

Regional Development to his list 

of responsibilities.  

Build A Bridge...and Get Over It! 
2018 

More pictures from the Camp are on page 7  



REROC raises concerns about s94A Contributions 
At the August Planner’s meeting members raised concerns that some Development Consents being issued for State Sig-

nificant Developments were not required to pay  s94A contributions. Consequently, REROC has written to the Hon Anthony 

Roberts MP, Minister for Planning about the issue and requested that action be taken to resolve the problem.    

 

There are a number of large solar farms currently proposed across the Riverina region, including in the REROC region. The larg-

er of these developments have been designated as State Significant and consequently are considered for approval by the NSW 

Planning Commission. Member Councils are now finding that the Planning Commission is not applying the relevant s94A contri-

bution to these developments, which results in councils missing out on much needed infrastructure contributions.  

 

REROC  and council staff have raised this issue with the Department of Planning and received advice that the s94A contribu-

tions have not been applied because the development makes no direct impact on local infrastructure. However, s94A contribu-

tions do not require that a link between the development and its impact on local infrastructure be established. If a council has 

adopted a s94A Plan then the contributions will apply to all developments in the LGA including business, industrial and com-

mercial development, as well as residential developments including alterations and additions, regardless of size. 

 

REROC believes that it is unacceptable that the Commission, through its approval process, is effectively making a donation of 

council revenue. It is also inequitable because every other development within an LGA that has adopted a s94A Plan is required 

to make the payment, whether it be for a residential home, an industrial building, a wind farm or a small solar farm. There ap-

pears to be no justification for the stance the Commission or the Department of Planning has taken on this issue, which is de-

priving councils in rural and regional areas of millions of dollars in revenue each year.  

 

REROC has requested that the Minister consider directing the Commission to apply a condition to all their planning consents 

that require developers to pay s94A contributions where their development is constructed in an LGA that has a s94A Plan in 

place.  An acceptable alternative option would require the Commission to ensure that a Voluntary Planning Agreement (VPA) 

between the developer and the relevant Council exists prior to consent being granted. The VPA should have terms that yield a 

payment to council which is equivalent to what the council would have received had the S94A contribution been applied.   
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 Biodiversity Offsets in the Spotlight 
On 22 August REROC hosted a workshop for Member Councils about the new Biodiver-

sity Offsets’ Scheme that is part of the Biodiversity Reforms’ legislation. The workshop 

was organised by REROC’s Biodiversity Reforms Support Officer, Marcus Wright.  

 
There are two key elements to the Biodiversity Offsets Scheme, firstly developers and 

landholders who undertake development or clearing, generate a credit obligation which 

must be retired to offset their activity and then landholders who establish a 

biodiversity stewardship site on their land, generate credits to sell to develop-

ers or landholders who require those credits to securely offset activities at oth-

er sites. 

 

Peter Ewin (pictured bottom right) and Stuart Young from the Biodiversity Con-

servation Trust (BCT) talked about how the Scheme operated and the BCT’s 

role.  Attendees learned about how councils might be able to utilise their land 

to encourage and support economic development through the provision of off-

sets. REROC is looking at ways that we might support councils to access the 

Scheme.     

 



REROC questions loss of Delegation to Approve 
Heavy Vehicle Movements  
 REROC has written to the Hon Melinda Pavey MP, Minister 

for Roads and to the Hon Michael McCormack MP, Minister 

for Infrastructure, Transport and Regional Development 

about a recent decision by the National Heavy Vehicle Regu-

lator (NHVR) to remove the delegation from NSW local 

councils to provide approvals for oversize and overmass 

vehicles to use roads for which councils are the road au-

thority.  

 

The REROC Engineers discussed the issue at the August 

meeting of the Infrastructure sub-committee. The Engineers 

agree that as a result of the decision when a council wants 

one of its own oversize or overmass vehicles to access one 

of its own roads the council will now be required to lodge 

an application for an approval with the NHVR and pay a $70 

fee. Once the NHVR receives the application it will send it 

back to the council, in its capacity as the road authority, for 

approval.  The council, as the road authority, will then be 

required to approve its own application and return the approval to the NHVR. The NHVR will then issue the official approval 

for the council to use the road.  REROC believes that this an unacceptable waste of council resources for a purely bureau-

cratic outcome. 

 

In addition, the REROC Engineers have flagged that the new arrangement is likely to cause problems for the farming commu-

nity, particularly during harvest and other peak times, when farmers often seek fast approval turnarounds to facilitate the 

movement of machinery and equipment. Under the new arrangements farmers must make a direct application to the NHVR 

who again will send it to the council for its approval. Once council has approved the application it will be returned to the 

NHVR who will then issue the official approval to the farmer. The entire process is likely to create unnecessary delays.  

 

The additional time and complexity that is created by the removal of the delegation from councils, could result in farmers, 

who are making quick decisions in response to weather and market pressures, to stop seeking the required approvals.  

REROC has requested that both Ministers intervene to have the situation reviewed to allow councils to approve movements 

where they are contained within the council’s owned LGA and the movement is on roads for which the council is the road 

authority. We have also asked that the same apply in relation to the movement of agricultural equipment.  We are awaiting 

the Ministers’ responses to our request.  
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REROC Makes Submission to the Australian Energy Regulator 
REROC together with the partners in the Southern Lights’ Group has lodged a submission with the Australian Energy Reg-

ulator in response to Essential Energy’s proposed pricing for the maintenance of street lighting for the 2019-2024 Deter-

mination 

As a result of the submissions that were made to the AER, Essential Energy has now established a Working Group to re-

view the pricing proposals and to respond to concerns that were expressed about the modelling that Essential Energy has 

used. Meetings of the Working Group, of which REROC is part, will commence in October with a view to having an agreed 

position to the Regulator by mid-November. 

The Infrastructure Sub-committee meets in Coolamon 

once every 3 months. At the August meeting changes to 

delegations for local government to approve Heavy  

Vehicle Movements were discussed.  



Southern Lights Business Case       
Imminent  

The largest project that REROC has ever been involved in is now reaching a sig-

nificant turning point as the Business Case for the Southern Lights project nears 

completion.  The Business Case is expected to be ready to present to the partici-

pating councils and the State Government by the end of September.  

 

The project has also advanced in relation to the procurement of the Smart City 

LED lights that will replace the over 75,000 existing street lights, generating sig-

nificant energy savings for councils. The Southern Lights Group’s (REROC, RAMJO, 

Central NSW JO, CBRJO and Broken Hill) consultants Next Energy are working closely with Essential Energy to develop specifi-

cations for the procurement of the new lights. The new specifications will be based on the latest available technology that 

will deliver the most efficient and effective outcome for councils.  

 

In addition an Expression of Interest for the communications backbone that will support the deployment of Smart City tech-
nology is currently out.  The aim of the EOI, which is being managed by REROC, is to identify suitably qualified and experi-
enced organisations with specific knowledge of the systems and processes necessary to deliver a large deployment of smart 
controls for street lighting across a low-density street lighting network. We are seeking suppliers that are able to offer: smart 
controls for street and other forms of public lighting, associated communications network(s), and other smart city devices 
able to operate on the communications network(s) deployed to manage smart controls for street lighting. The responses to 
the EOI will inform the procurement process of the communications’ technologies required to make the smart street lights 
work.  
 
REROC is responsible for the day-to-day management of the project and we are meeting weekly (by phone) with Essential 
Energy and our consultants Next Energy. The next meeting of the Southern Lights Group will be held in Sydney on 8 October.  
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Riverina Joint Organisation Moves Forward 

Planning moves forward for the Riverina Joint Organisation with a 

date set for the first Board meeting. The meeting which will be held 

on 19 October, will focus on the election of a Chair for the JO (Cr 

Rick Firman  OAM has been acting in this role) and the adoption of 

policies and procedures that will support the operation of the JO.  

 

A meeting of the JO Executive Officers and Interim Executive Offic-

ers was held in Sydney on 15 August. The JO staff met with OLG 

staff as well as staff from the DPC and Regional Development to 

flesh out the types of activities and interactions that the state agen-

cies might partner with JOs to deliver.  

 

The following day JO Chairs met with the Premier, the Deputy 

Premier, the Minister for Local Government and DPC Secretary, 

Tim Reardon. A further meeting of the JO Chairs is planned for 21 October prior to the LGNSW Conference. While JO 

Executive Officers will be meeting with Chris Hangar from the DPC on 28 September in Sydney.  

Deputy Premier, Hon John Barilaro MP, speaks to JO 
Chairs about his visit on for JOs at a meeting held at 

Parliament House on 16 August 



Regional Freight Transport Plan Update 
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Population Planner addresses REROC Board 
At the August meeting of the REROC Board, Matt Berger, Manager of Population Insights 
(pictured right) and Timothy Morris, Analyst  from DPE’s Housing and Population Insights 
addressed the Board. 
The Population Insight’s team is responsible for producing the population projections for 

the 2018 cycle. They aim to ensure that the best local intelligence is used in their pro-

duction and also want to help the community to understand how they are produced, 

and what assumptions underpin them. 

Mr Berger spoke about how the projections are calculated, the types of data that make 

up projections and the Estimated Resident Population (ERP), which is a more accurate 

assessment of population because it takes in factors beyond the ABS Census.  

Many of REROC’s Member Councils have been concerned over a number of years about 

the accuracy of the NSW projections. They are important because they determine where 

and what services are delivered across the State.  

Mr Berger indicated that his team had identified anomalies between previous ERP pro-

jections and actual population growth. They are working to address these issues. He advised that the Unit will be doing the 

following as a starting point: 

 Redo the analyses when ABS release data on 31 August;  

 Use the new analysis to better inform projections; 

 Undertake annual updates to pick up turning points in communities that will impact on population; and 

 Ground truthing data, checking that what is actually occurring or has occurred.  

 Mr Berger advised that they had been increasing their engagement with local government and as a result were making 

changes. He summarised them as follows: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Further consultations will be held with local government to ground truth the projections that are calculated as a result of the 

August 31 ABS release. This is planned to occur from October through to December. The feedback received will be used to 

formulate the final projections that will be released in Autumn 2019.  

What we’ve heard What we’re doing 

Release dates need to be calendared in advance First release in Autumn 2019, then annual release in De-
cember 

Projections need to be for smaller geographic areas 
(in cities and larger towns) 

Extend outputs to Statistical Area 2 as well LGA 

Need better descriptions of inclusion and exclusions Have explicit includes and excludes listed with releases 

Need ability to run more scenarios Develop specific tools to run scenarios 

Need better tools for dissemination Update website and data packages 

Need to make better use of local intelligence New engagement strategy for better ground truthing 

The Infrastructure Sub-committee is currently working on an update of the REROC Regional Freight 

Transport Plan. The plan is updated every two years and this will be its third iteration since it was 

launched in June 2014.  

The Plan is an important strategic tool for the Region as it highlights the constraints that exist  across 

the Region that impact on efficient and effective freight transport movements. The current Plan can be 

downloaded from the REROC website, which also contains a link to the Plan’s interactive map.  

https://reroc.com.au/regional-freight-transport-planC:/Users/jbriggs/Documents/adelaide


Intensive Agriculture 
Workshop for         
Planners 

Originally planned for the 14 August 

this Workshop was delayed to accom-

modate scheduling conflicts.  The 

Workshop will now be held on 25 Sep-

tember at the International Hotel in 

Wagga Wagga. 

 

The Workshop will feature presenta-

tions on the intensive farming of pigs, 

livestock, chickens and nuts/

horticulture. The DPI is providing ex-

pert speakers on each of these areas, 

and there will be opportunities for 

Q&A throughout the day.  

 

Tim Archer from the Department Of 

Planning’s  Policy and Strategy area in 

Sydney will be attending to speak 

about planning issues in relation to the 

developments.  Hollie Munro from the 

NSW Food Authority is speaking about 

small scale processing facilities which 

are on the rise with the growth of bou-

tique food and beverage manufactur-

ing.  Marcus Wright will be speaking 

about Biodiversity Reforms and their 

Impact on Agriculture Developments.  

 
Intensive farming is  growing right 

across the Riverina-Murray and it pre-

sents challenges from a planning per-

spective for many councils. This work-

shop will provide planners and other 

council staff with the opportunity to 

focus on the issues that accompany 

these developments.  

  

Anyone wishing to attend the work-

shop, which will run from 10.00a.m. to 

3.00p.m., should contact the REROC 

Office to make a booking. Attendance 

at the Workshop is free of charge.  
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 The Take Charge team hit the road again 

in August to deliver the final round of Take 

Charge workshops for 2018 in Temora and 

Junee.  Having already visited Tumut and 

Walla Walla in May, these workshops 

were the last of the four regional Take 

Charge Leadership workshops being held 

throughout the REROC LGAs in 2018.   

 

Teaming up again with Ms Amie Morris 

from the FRANK Team and The Mindful 

Warrior – Ms Anna Gannon, students 

attending the workshops over the two 

days were guided through a mindfulness 

session which included discussion on 

mindfulness, meditation and yoga exercis-

es as well as participating in a workshop 

that inspired the students with tips and 

tools on the art of great communication 

and how to be a great leader. 

 

Over the two days we were joined by over 

80 students from Temora, St Anne’s, Un-

garie, Cootamundra, Ariah Park, Ardle-

than, Coolamon, Junee, Kooringal High 

School and the Riverina Anglican College , 

it was fantastic to see so many students 

from the various schools there. 

Quotes from the day: 

 I liked today’s workshop because the 
speakers were really passionate 

 I liked the encouragement of step-
ping outside our comfort zones and 
making a new friend 

 I enjoyed today because I liked the 
different workshops and we were in-
volved in it. It taught us about being 
a good leader 

 I was given new tips for improving 
my leadership skills. All speakers 
were interesting and engaging. 

 I loved it! 

A big  thank you to Temora Shire Council 
and Junee Shire Council for supplying the 
venue and lunch for the events, and staff 
to support their delivery.  

Take Charge in Junee and Temora 

 Above and below: The Temora Event 

Above and below: The Junee Event 



The August meeting of the Water and Wastewater Technical Group was 

addressed by Chester Li (pictured right) and Kylie Walker from the OEH. 

The Group is very keen to pursue energy efficiency projects to reduce 

the operational costs of delivering water and wastewater services to 

residents.  

An important way of offsetting the costs associated with pumping station 

and Sewerage Treatment Plants is to access Energy Savings Certificates 

through the Government’s Energy Savings Scheme. The Certificates can 

be sold to generate income that offsets the capital cost of an upgrade. 

The Group was anxious to hear how the Certificates are generated and 

how councils can utilise them to their advantage. 
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Water Technical Group talks ESCs 



 

Mapped Out Speakers 

Riverina Eastern Regional 
Organisation of Councils  

81-83 Johnston St, Wagga Wagga 

P.O. Box 1382 

Wagga Wagga 

 
 

Phone: (02) 69319 050 

Fax: (02) 69319 040 

E-mail: mail@reroc.com.au 

Web: www.reroc.com.au 

www.waste.reroc.com.au 

Mapped Out - 7 November 2018 

Venue: Conference Room, Rules Club, 
Fernleigh Road Wagga 

Early Bird Registration Close: 12 October 

DIARY DATES 

 
 
 
 
Board Meetings: 
19 October - Nathan 
Room, Commercial Club 
6 December - RJ Hall 
Room, Commercial Club 
 
Planning  Technical 
Committee 
9 October 
11 December  
 
Water Technical  
Committee: 
18 October 
13 December 
 
Waste Forum: 
3 October 
5 December 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Youth and  
Community Network: 
17 October 
12 December 
 
Infrastructure  
Committee: 
6 November 
 
Workforce  
Development  
Committee: 
22 November 2018 
28 February 2019 
23 May 2019 

 
RivSIG (Riverina Spatial 
Data Group: 
7 November—Mapped 
Out 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Conferences and 
Events: 
Intensive Agriculture 
Workshop: 25 Septem-
ber 
Mapped Out: 7-8 No-
vember 
 
 

Rachel Whitsed, Charles Sturt University: Improving 
urban parks and walkability for older people in regional 
Australia 

Marcus Wright, REROC: GIS and Biodiversity Reform 

Ben Nicholson, Department of Planning and Environ-
ment: Next generation data delivery: an Open Source 
Solution 

Michael Kaminski: OTB Spatial: From Big City to Smart 
City Thinking 

Jenny Levy, Benalla Rural City Council: Using spatial 
capabilities and a collaborative approach to identify and 
improve access to healthy food with families and children 

Allison Hornery, Cofluence: Smart Hilltops: a platform 
for spatial co-innovation 

Michael Leane, Riverina LLS: Using Spatial Data to 
Control Feral Animals 

Steve Forbes, ACT Emergency Services Agency: Spa-
tial for Emergency Service, current developments and 
how can you help? 

Plus Trade Stands showing the latest in spatial technolo-
gy and services 

 

Once again Mapped Out will be showcasing the use 
of spatial data to enhance the delivery of govern-
ment services.  
 
Mapped Out is the largest conference of its type in 
country NSW, last year it attracted attendees from 
across NSW, including Sydney as well as northern 
Victoria.  
 
As was the case last year the Conference will be en-
hanced by a second day of activities run by NSW Spa-
tial Services. They will be demonstrating the re-
sources that are available for use by councils as well 
as talking about some of their latest projects.  
 
Delegates to this year’s conference will also be able 
to access special room rates at the Rules Club’s Mo-
tel.  
 
For more information on the event go to:  Mapped 
Out 

https://reroc.com.au/mapped-outC:/Users/jbriggs/Documents/adelaide
https://reroc.com.au/mapped-outC:/Users/jbriggs/Documents/adelaide

