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November 2018 Riverina Eastern Regional Organisation of Councils  

 

Bland,  Coolamon, Cootamundra-Gundagai, Greater Hume, Junee, Lockhart, Snowy Valleys, Temora, Wagga Wagga, Riverina Water, Goldenfields Water 

Councils Working Together 

REROC Elects it Executive for 2018 
 

Cr Rick Firman OAM, Mayor of Temora,  has been re-elected to the chair-
manship of REROC. C Firman will be joined in the leadership team by Cr 
Neil Smith, Mayor of Junee who again takes on the role of Deputy Chair of 
the Organisation. Tony Donoghue, General Manager of Coolamon Shire 
was also re-elected as REROC’s Treasurer.   
 
The elections were part of the REROC Annual Meeting that was held on 19 
October, 2018. During the meeting REROC also elected its Executive for the 
coming year. The Executive meets on a monthly basis to set the strategic 
direction of the Organisation. The members of the Executive are: Cr Fir-
man, Cr Smith, Tony Donoghue, Cr Rodger Schirmer (Mayor of Lockhart), 
Cr Abb McAlister (Mayor of Cootamundra-Gundagai), Cr Greg Conkey 
(Mayor of Wagga Wagga), Steve Pinnuck (GM of Greater Hume), Ray Smith 
(GM of Bland) and Matt Hyde (GM of Snowy Valleys).  
 
In his AGM Report to the Board Cr Firman noted the successes the Organi-

sation had achieved during the previous 12 months, including our success-

ful lobbying to have rate pegging better recognise 

Pictured at the REROC Annual 

Meeting: Back Row—Marcus 

Wright, James Davis, Cr Neil 

Smith, Cr James Hayes OAM, Matt 

Hyde, Rachel Whiting (RDA). Third 

Row—Daryl Hancock, Allen 

Dwyer, Cr John Seymour OAM, Cr 

Greg Verdon, James Bolton (DPC), 

Cr Dallas Tout. Second Row—Cr 

Abb McAlister, Steve Pinnuck, Cr 

Rodger Schirmer, Cr Brian Mo-

nahgan, Andrew Crakanthorp, 

Kate Hardy. Front Row—Tony 

Donoghue, Julie Briggs, Cr Rick 

Firman OAM, Steph Cooke 

(Member for Cootamundra) and 

Cr Heather Wilton. 

(cont. on page 2) 



REROC Elects it Executive for 2018 
(cont. from page 1) 

the impacts of wages, electricity and street lighting, our meeting at Parliament House in Canberra, the on-going 

success of the Safe Sharps initiative which operates nationally and the impact of the Recycle Night? Recycle Right! 

Campaign which is now being replicated across NSW.  Cr Firman noted the breadth and depth of the activities that 

REROC undertakes each and every year from lobbying and advocacy on behalf of its members to the delivery of 

youth programs like Take Charge and professional development activities for staff and councillors including our No 

Time to Waste and Mapped Out Conferences. Cr Firman is also noted the significant role that REROC has played in 

providing the project management for the Southern Lights project.  
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REROC 2018 Annual 

General Meeting 

underway 

Steph Cooke Attends REROC 
AGM 
 
Steph Cooke, Member for Cootamundra, 
attended REROC’s Annual General Meeting and 
spoke to members about the issues she is cur-
rently dealing with across the region.  
 
Mrs Cooke was clear that she welcomed the 
positive dialogue with all the councils in the RE-
ROC region. She is in regular contact with the 
councils in her electorate to seek input and ad-
vice on issues that are impacting on their LGAs. 
Ms Cooke’s open engagement with REROC and 
its Member Councils is welcomed and we look 
forward to a continuing, positive relationship 
with her.  

Pictured: Cr Neil Smith (Mayor, Junee),  Steph Cooke (Member for Coot-

amundra) and Matt Hyde (GM, Snowy Valleys) at the REROC AGM 
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Southern Lights Business Case Finalised 

In October the Business Case for the roll-out of Southern Lights was finally completed  
and provided to the NSW DPC for consideration.  We have asked the NSW Government 
to consider providing $61.4 million towards the deployment of the LED lighting and the 
supporting communications.  The Business Case proposes that the project be delivered 
by the JOs that represent the Southern Lights group of councils.  
 
The Business Case shows a payback period of 8.8 years and a BCR of 1.01, however, this 
only factors-in the returns delivered through the lower energy and maintenance costs 
from LEDs . The efficiencies that will result from the deployment of smart lighting con-
trols and other smart community technologies will further improve the payback period.  

 
Essential Energy has agreed to make a contribution of $9.8 million towards the project based on its existing obligations to 
fund the first replacement of each Tariff 2 light on its network and to also include an avoided Bulk Lamp Replacement 
(BLR) credit. Councils will fund the subsequent deployment of smart community technologies that will leverage off the 
smart lighting, communications backbone.  
 
Southern Lights is a bold plan to provide 41 Local Government Areas in southern NSW, stretching from Bega to Broken 
Hill with smart enabled LED street lights and low to medium bandwidth communications technology. The coverage repre-
sents almost half of the 83 LGAs serviced by Essential Energy.  This enabling infrastructure will provide better, safer, 
cheaper lighting and connectivity that will act as a catalyst for participating councils and others to invest in smart commu-
nity technologies; technologies that will increase efficiencies and improve service delivery.  
 
The Business Case shows that an investment in the Southern Lights project will: 
 Install approximately 83,000 LED street lights, the project allows for a 10% increase in the number of lights to enable 

councils to address additional lighting needs such as in-fill; 
 Deliver low to medium bandwidth communications that supports smart community deployments, including smart 

controls for LED lighting; 
 Reduce the energy use in street lighting by 57% generating direct savings for rural and regional councils of $46.3M 

over 10 years; 
 Produce significant Greenhouse Gas (GHG) savings by reducing electricity by 20,500 MWhrs per year and conse-

quently CO2  emissions by 19,500 tonnes per year; 
 Dramatically improve lighting reliability while reducing the maintenance cost of lights by 47%, generating direct sav-

ings for rural and regional councils of $31.4M over 10 years; 
 Increase efficiencies and improve service delivery for the participating councils and others through the use of smart 

community technology innovations such as remote metering and remote sensing;  
 Improve community safety by providing better and safer lighting that allows communities to raise lighting levels in 

areas where crime or anti-social behaviour is a problem; 
 Allow residents to feel safer on the streets at night and support crime detection by providing brighter, whiter lighting 

with better colour rendition; 
 Jump start the 20-year Vision for Regional NSW, by delivering on the promise of providing connectivity to rural and 

regional areas 10 years ahead of the scheduled time frame; and  
 Be a legacy project that empowers rural and regional communities. 
 
The collaborative approach that was used by the ROCS and now JOs that comprise the Southern Lights Group we believe 
can be replicated  across the State with the new JOs being the most appropriate vehicles for the receipt of the funding 
and the deployment of the project.  The Southern Lights Group believe that local government is best placed to direct the 
project to ensure that the technology that is delivered meets the needs and aspirations of the participating communities.
(cont pg 8) 



Recycle Night? Recycle Right! Finalist in the Local        
Government Awards 

REROC’s Waste Forum has been advised that our Recycle Night? Recycle 

Right! Campaign has been listed as a finalist in this year’s Local Government 

Excellence in the Environment Awards. The Campaign which took a whole 

new approach to educating the public about the need to reduce contamina-

tion in recycling has been adopted by other Voluntary Waste Groups in 

NSW. We are very excited about reaching the finals. If you would like to see 

more about the campaign go to www.recyclenight.org.au 
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Riverina Joint Organisation Holds its First Meeting 
The inaugural meeting of the Riverina JO, which comprises the councils of Bland, Coolamon, Cootamundra-Gundagai, 
Greater Hume, Lockhart,  Junee and Temora was held on 19 October. The incoming JO Board was very pleased that 
Member for Cootamundra, Steph Cooke MP was able to attend the meeting and provide congratulations to incoming 
Chairman Cr Rick Firman OAM. 
 

Cr Firman was elected the inaugural Chairman of the Riverina JO, unopposed, while Julie Briggs was appointed to the 
part-time position of Interim Executive Officer. It is planned that future JO Board meetings will be held on the same 
day as REROC Board meetings which will be convenient for the Member Councils of both organisations. The inaugu-
ral meeting looked at a number of governance documents including the JO’s Charter which has now been sent to 

Member Councils for comment.   
 

The next meeting of the Board will 
be held on 6 December 2018. In the 
interim work has commenced on the 
recruitment of a permanent Execu-
tive Officer. The recruitment process 
is expected to commence in early 
2019.  
 

The JO has also commenced work on 
the development of its regional pri-
orities which have been broadly 
identified as: 
 Transport and Connectivity 
 Energy, Water and   
 Environment 
 Workforce Development and 
 Skills Shortages 
 Economic Development 
 Health and Allied Medical  
  Services         
JO Executive Officers will again be 
meeting with State Agency repre-
sentatives in Sydney on 26 Novem-
ber.  

 

Pictured: the incoming Board of the Riverina JO with Local Member Steph Cooke MP: 

Back—Cr Abb McAlister (Mayor, Cootamundra– Gundagai), Cr John Seymour OAM 

(Mayor, Coolamon), Cr Neil Smith (Mayor, Junee), Cr Greg Verdon (Chair, Riverina 

Water—a non-voting member of the JO),  Steph Cooke MP, Cr Rick Firman OAM 

(Chair Riverina JO and Mayor, Temora), Cr Heather Wilton (Mayor, Greater Hume), 

Cr Rodger Schirmer (Mayor, Lockhart, Cr Brian Monaghan (Mayor, Bland) 

http://www.recyclenight.org.au


REROC members had the opportunity to meet with local Federal member and 
Deputy Prime Minister, Hon Michael McCormack on 19 October. Issues cov-
ered during the meeting included drought funding, transport funding and par-
ticularly on-going Roads to Recovery funding.  
 
Mr McCormack spoke about a new  $3.5 billion funding initiative Roads of Stra-
tegic Importance. This is a new funding program which aims to ensure that key 
freight roads efficiently connect agricultural and mining regions to ports, air-
ports and other transport hubs.  
 
The Deputy Prime Minister also reminded members about the current round of 
Building Better Regions Funding which offers councils the opportunity to apply 
for grants that support infrastructure initiatives or strategic community initia-
tives.  

The 2018 Mapped Out Conference held on 7-8 November 
was again a great success. As was the case last year a se-
cond day was included in the program that was devoted to 
presentations from NSW Spatial Services, which has proved 
to be a very popular addition.  
 
Over 80 people attended the first day with many staying on 
for the second day. Once again we focussed on getting a 
broad range of speakers who were able to demonstrate the 
practical ways in which spatial data and mapping are being 
used to increase service efficiencies, deliver new initiatives 
and identify needs and gaps.  
 
Michael Lean’s (pictured bottom right) opening address 
about the way that the Riverina LLS is using remote sensing 
and mapping to track wild dogs in the Kosciuszko National 
Park and feral pig movements in the western NSW, demon-
strated the efficiencies that can be gained in controlling 
feral animals using spatial data.   
 
The Conference offers people working in the spatial data 
area a great opportunity to network with others in the 
field. The Conference also has a number of trade stands 
where suppliers in the spatial data and mapping areas are 
able to demonstrate their products and services.  
 
Mapped Out started in 2005 as a celebration of World GIS 
Day and has continued each year since, providing a much 
needed, localised professional development opportunity 
for local and state government agencies as well as others 
working in the field.  
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Deputy Prime Minister Meets with REROC 

Mapped Out a Great Success 

 

https://investment.infrastructure.gov.au/key_projects/initiatives/roads_strategic_importance.aspx
https://investment.infrastructure.gov.au/key_projects/initiatives/roads_strategic_importance.aspx


REROC Releases    
Annual Report 

REROC has released its 2017-18 
Annual Report. The Report high-
lights the breadth and depth of 
activities that the Organisation 
undertakes. The release of the 
Annual Report offers Member 
Councils as well as REROC’s other 
stakeholders an opportunity to 
reflect on the Organisation’s activ-
ities and the benefits that collabo-
ration provides both strategically 
and operationally. 
 
The Report includes a review of 
the year from the Chairman’s per-
spective. Cr Firman noted many of 
the projects that were undertaken 
and thanked the Board, Executive 
and staff for their commitment to 
REROC.  
 
REROC’s financial statements were 
also included in the Report, once 
again the Organisation is in a 
healthy financial position.  The 
Report can be downloaded from 
REROC’s website: 
ww.reroc.com.au  
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REROC Lobbies for s94A Contributions to apply 
to Solar Farms 

 
REROC has written to the Minister for Planning, Hon Anthony Roberts MP, in 
relation to an issue raised by our Planners’ Group whereby s94A Contribu-
tions (now s7.12 under the new Act) are not being applied to Solar Farm de-
velopments when they are being decided as a State Significant Developments.  
 
As far as REROC is aware solar farms are the only development that is able to 
avoid paying, what should be a compulsory contribution to councils, for their 
development. REROC  representatives have  also met with the Minister’s   
Policy Advisors about the issue raising our concerns about the inequities asso-
ciated with the practice, the unfavourable precedent that it is setting for oth-
er developments, the loss of revenue to councils and particularly revenue that 
could be applied to address the infrastructure backlog.  
 
It is unclear how or why the apparent exemption for solar farms to the pay-
ment of the contribution came about. However, we believe that it is neither 
good practice nor sound policy for it to continue.  
 

In our submissions and representations to the Government, REROC has sug-
gested that developers should be given a choice between paying the s94A 
Contribution or entering into a Voluntary Planning Agreement, which must be 
in place prior to consent being granted for the development.  
 

The issue is currently being reviewed by the Minister’s Office and we will be 
continuing to follow-up on it as we believe there is the potential for the prac-
tice to cost rural and regional councils millions of dollars every year.  

NSW Public Lighting Code Finalised 
Following a review that ran for 3 years, the NSW Public Lighting Code has 

been finalised and will commence operation from 1 July 2019.  
 

REROC has lobbied for over a decade for the Code to become mandatory, 

meaning that Distribution Network Service Providers (DNSPs), like Essential 

Energy would be held to account if they failed to meet the Code’s require-

ments. It was therefore extremely pleasing to see that the new Code will be  

mandatory, with its requirements to be enforced by IPART.  
 

In addition the new Code introduces maximum repair times, additional penal-

ties for non-compliance with maximum repair times, expanded reporting re-

quirements and explicitly extends the responsibility for the inspection, testing, 

repair and replacement of columns and poles on the DNSP. All issues that we 

wanted addressed by the new Code.  
 

REROC collaborated with the other Southern Lights members as well as 

SSROC, LGNSW, and our consultants, Next Energy, to provide input to the de-

velopment of the new Code.  

https://reroc.com.au/


 At the end of September REROC held a very successful one-day 
event for town planners that focused on Intensive Agriculture 
developments. This is a significant issue for planners and the 
workshop was something that the REROC Planners  Group decid-
ed would benefit their professional development.  
 
REROC extended an invitation to the RAMJO planners to attend 
which was taken up by a number of their member councils. 18 
planners attended representing 13 LGAs across the Riverina-
Murray. 
 
Lilian Parker, Manager Agricultural Landuse Planning with the 

NSW Department of Agriculture arranged for 5 DPI guest speak-

ers to attend. Each speaker was a specialist in their field. The 

speakers addressed the specific intensive agriculture streams of 

poultry, pigs, livestock and horticulture. In addition Tim Archer, 

Team Leader, Strategic Frameworks Policy and Strategy with the 

Department of Planning and Environment attended to speak 

about planning issues in relation to intensive developments.  

Marcus Wright, the Riverina-Murray Biodiversity Officer attended 

to provide an insight on how the new conservation reform legis-

lation impacted on the developments. A feature of the day was 

the Panel Discussion at the end (pictured right) where the day’s 

speakers undertook a Q&A that covered a broad range of topics.  
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Planners learn at the Intensive Agriculture Workshop  

 
 
 
New State Member, Dr Joe McGirr MP, attended REROC’s Annual Lunch 
on 19 October. It was Dr McGirr’s first opportunity to meet with REROC 
Member Councils following his election as Member for Wagga Wagga in 
September.  
 
During the lunch Dr McGirr addressed members about his plans as an 
Independent representative for the seat of Wagga Wagga. He also took 
questions from Members on a number of issues, many pertaining to the 
delivery of health services, not just in the Wagga Wagga electorate but 
across the REROC Region. 
 
REROC looks forward to developing a strong relationship with the new 
State Member and will be seeking an opportunity for a further 
meeting in order to brief him on REROC’s many activities.  

REROC Board meets New State       
Member 

Dr Joe McGirr MP, Member for Wagga an-

swers questions at the AGM Lunch 



A Sad Farewell 

Riverina Eastern Regional 
Organisation of Councils  

81-83 Johnston St, Wagga Wagga 

P.O. Box 646 

Wagga Wagga 

 
 

Phone: (02) 69319 050 

Fax: (02) 69319 040 

E-mail: mail@reroc.com.au 

Web: www.reroc.com.au 

www.waste.reroc.com.au 

Southern Lights (cont from pg 3) 

DIARY DATES—2018 
Board Meetings: 
6 December - RJ Hall 
Room, Commercial Club 
 
Planning  Technical 
Committee 
11 December  
 
Water Technical  
Committee: 
13 December 
 
Waste Forum: 
5 December 
 
Youth and  
Community Network: 
12 December 
 
Workforce  
Development  
Committee: 
To be set 
 
5 September  
 
 

It was with enormous sadness we farewelled our be-
loved colleague and friend Tracey Cornell who passed 
away on 17 October following a 3½ year fight with can-
cer.  
 
Tracey worked with REROC for almost 20 years having 
joined us when she was just 23. Tracey was responsible 
for all the work the Waste Forum undertook including 
the annual No Time to Waste Conference and she also 
had carriage of our Youth and Community Network, 
RivSIG, the Mapped Out Conference and Build a Bridge 
one of her very favourite projects.  
 
One of the final projects she initiated and one for which 
she was immensely proud was Recycle Night? Recycle 
Right! A ground breaking approach to recycling educa-
tion that has been incredibly successful.  
 
She will be greatly missed by us all, but remembered for 
her passionate approach to all that she undertook and 
her commitment to do the very best for REROC and its 
Member Councils.  

The project, which commenced in late 2016, is 
the brain-child of the Riverina Eastern Regional 
Organisation of Councils (REROC), Central NSW 
Councils (now the Central NSW JO), Riverina- 
Murray Regional Organisation of Councils (now 
RAMJO) and the Canberra Region JO (CBRJO). 
The Group was joined by Broken Hill City Council 
in early 2018.   
 
Since late 2017 the Southern Lights Group and 

our consultants, Next Energy, have worked 

closely with Essential Energy on the develop-

ment of the project and the preparation of a ro-

bust Business Case.  

 

REROC has been providing the project manage-

ment services for Southern Lights since the be-

ginning of 2018. 
 

Christmas  Closure: 

The REROC Office will close at lunch time 

on 20 December and re-open on Monday 

7 January, 2019. 


