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Two Joint Organisations Proclaimed for the 
Riverina-Murray Region 
On 15 May the Minister for Local Government , the Hon Gabrielle Upton 

MP and the Deputy Premier of NSW, the Hon John Barilaro formally an-

nounced the creation of Joint Organisations of Councils in NSW.  

 

Eleven Joint Organisations, or JOs, have been proclaimed across the State. 

The JOs are governed by the NSW Local Government Act and when a JO is 

proclaimed it immediately comes into existence. However, before a JO can 

actually start operating it will need to undertake mundane tasks like 

getting an ABN and bank account as well as more complex tasks like pre-

paring its Charter and adopting Codes of Meeting Practice and Conduct.  

 

 

May 2018 Riverina Eastern Regional Organisation of Councils  

 

Bland,  Coolamon, Cootamundra-Gundagai, Greater Hume, Junee, Lockhart, Snowy Valleys, Temora, Wagga Wagga, Riverina Water, Goldenfields Water 

Councils Working Together 

REROC Board Heads to 
Canberra 

The REROC Board will head to 
Canberra on 28 June to speak 
with Federal Ministers about 
issues that impact on our Region.  
 
The visit, organised through Hon 
Michael McCormack’s office, is 
the first time the Board has met 
with Federal Ministers in this 
way. The visit offers the oppor-
tunity for the Board to see multi-
ple ministers over the course of 
the morning, speaking with the 
ministers about issues that are of 
regional concern.  
 
We appreciate the help and sup-
port that the Deputy Prime Min-
ister and his staff have provided 
in arranging the visit and our  
meetings with ministers. 

China Sword to be a Focus at Regional Waste 
Conference 
Mike Ritchie, from MRA Consulting, (pictured 
right) one of Australia’s leading advisers on rural 
and regional waste management  is the keynote 
speaker at this year’s No Time to Waste Confer-
ence. Mike will apply his wealth of experience to 
the challenges that councils around Australia are 
now facing as a result of the China Sword Policy.  
 
The Policy means that China will no longer accept 
plastics with more than 0.5% contamination - basically that means no label and no 
lid. Mike will speak about the Policy and its implications for local government and 
the MRFs that are contracted to provide kerbside recycling services. Mike’s ad-
dress promises to be thought-provoking as he argues that plastic is a commodity 
just like any other and councils need to remember this in their negotiations about 
the costs associated with kerbside recycling.  
 
Henry Moore who leads the EPA’s Waste Strategy and Innovation Section will also 
be speaking on the issue. The NSW Government and the EPA have released a 
number of initiatives intended to provide support for councils and MRFs as the 
grapple with the problem of stockpiling baled plastics while they search for new, 
viable markets.  

cont. page 3 



Two Joint Organisations Proclaimed 
for Riverina-Murray Region (cont. from page 1) 

In April, the Member Councils of what had to date been known as the REROC JO, resolved to advise the Minister 

that their preferred name for their JO would be Riverina JO. Members agreed as not all the REROC Member Coun-

cils would be members of the JO, that for clarity’s sake a different name would be more optimal.  

 

The Riverina-Murray Region will be serviced by two JOs: the Riverina JO which includes most of the existing REROC 

member  councils and the Riverina and Murray Joint Organisation (RAMJO) which includes most of the previous 

RAMROC member councils.  The Riverina JO Member Councils of Bland, Coolamon, Cootamundra-Gundagai, 

Greater Hume, Junee, Lockhart and Temora have established an Implementation Working Party to develop the 

documents and processes required for the JO’s operation. The  JO Implementation Working Group will now begin 

reviewing the documentation provided by the OLG to guide the establishment and operation of JOs.  
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NHVR Talks to REROC Engineers 
In response to concerns expressed by the REROC Infrastructure Group about the 
effective operation of the National Heavy Vehicle Regulator (NHVR) approval pro-
cess, the NHVR attended the Group’s May meeting. 
 

Todd Wellard Project Manager (Regulatory Platform Program) Business Services 
(pictured left with Tony Donoghue) spoke to the Engineers about the difficulties 
they are encountering with the approvals process operated by the NHVR, including 
situations where councils had refused an application only for the refusal to be over-
turned by the NHVR.   
 

Mr Wellard talked about the processes from the NHVR side and demonstrated the 
IT platform that councils are about to be given access to. The Engineers agreed that 
access to the IT platform would assist them in addressing a number of problems 
that they were experiencing.  

Regional Biodiversity Reforms Project Update 
Marcus Wright continues to work with the REROC and 
RAMROC councils to assist staff to come up to speed 
with the new Biodiversity Conservation Reform legisla-
tion.  A great communicator, Marcus has visited all the 
22 councils that make up the Region completing an 
analysis of the assistance that council planning and en-
vironmental staff need to meet local government’s obli-
gations under the legislation.  
 
A number of training opportunities have been offered 
to council staff to assist them to better understand the 
legislation. Training will be held in Wagga Wagga with 
the Muddy Boots initiative from 21 May. Marcus also 
attends the REROC Planners’ Group meeting to provide 
advice.   

 
The Biodiversity Trust has released its first details on 
the Biodiversity Offsets programme. Councils may find 
that there are opportunities within the Programme to 
use council land as part of an offsets’ programme. Mar-
cus is looking for an opportunity to hold an information 
session with the Trust to find out more about how 
councils can take advantage of these opportunities. 
 
Councils that would like to know more about their obli-
gations or the processes required to deal with develop-
ments affected by the new legislation can ring Marcus 
who will be able to provide assistance. Marcus is based 
at Coolamon Shire Council and can be reached on 02 
6930 1800  or at mwright@reroc.com.au 

mailto:mwright@reroc.com.au
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This month the REROC’s Take Charge team have been on 
the road visiting Tumut and Walla Walla to deliver the first 
round of the four regional Take Charge Leadership work-
shops being held throughout the REROC Region in 2018.  
Over 90 students from Tumut, Batlow, Tumbarumba, 
Gundagai, Billabong and St Paul’s High Schools participated 
in the workshops, a fantastic start to this year’s Take 
Charge Leadership program.  

We are working with Ms Amie Morris from the FRANK 
Team to deliver workshops that inspire students with tips 
and tools on the art of great communication, to spot lead-
ership traits in themselves and develop skills to become 
great leaders in their local communities.  The feedback to 
date from this workshop has been extremely positive with 
both teachers and students commenting on how much 
they have learnt during the session. 

We are also working again with The Mindful Warrior, Ms 
Anna Gannon to deliver her Mindfulness program with the 
students.  Students attending the workshops have been 
guided through discussion, tapping techniques, meditation 
and a spot of chair yoga, all tools they can take with them 
to assist in restoring balance within their lives when things 
get a bit difficult e.g. stress around exam time.  Feedback 
from Anna’s workshops has been amazing with students 
commenting on how much they have enjoyed the medita-

tion sessions and several schools expressing interest in en-
gaging Anna’s Mindfulness program within their own 
schools.  

It has been fantastic to see just how many of the students 

are already members of their local youth councils or active-

ly volunteering in their local community whether it be by 

umpiring at the local football club, helping run the canteen 

on game day, tutoring primary school students or helping 

at the local church we have some incredible students that 

at a young age are already making valuable contributions 

to their communities.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some of the feedback from the Workshops: 

 “I loved it, I liked the teaching us how to relax and teach us 

ways to communicate” 

 “I liked this workshop because it made me feel relaxed and it 
helped me to understand how to be a good leader” 

 “It was an amazing experience and I learnt a lot of new 

things, I really enjoyed the meditation” 

 “Acknowledging the fact leadership is not easy for everyone” 

A further two workshops will be held in Junee and Temora 

in August.  

Take Charge Youth Leadership on the Road  

Mayor of Snowy Valleys Council, Cr James Hayes OAM wel-

comes students to the Take Charge Workshop in Tumut 

Mayor of Greater Hume Shire Council, Cr Heather   

Wilton speaks to students at the Take Charge Work-

shop in Walla Walla. 



REROC provides input to the new 
Disaster Recovery Funding Arrange-
ments (DRFA) 
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Snowy 2.0 Representative Speaks to      
REROC Board 
Dean Lynch from Snowy 2.0 attended the April REROC Board 
meeting to provide information about the project and its time-
lines. The pumped-hydro project costing $7 billion is expected 
to get underway in December of this year. 
 
The project, which will run for approximately 7 years, is ex-
pected to employ 1500 people, many on a fly-in fly-out basis. 
It is expected that the project will have significant impacts on a 
number of the communities within the REROC region and pos-
sibly on our Member Councils who currently employ a number 
of heavy vehicle and plant operators who will be in high de-
mand as employees on the project.  
 

Local Government Skills in the Spotlight 
The April REROC Board meeting 
was addressed by Jaleen Caples 
from LGNSW’s LG Skills Strategy 
and Garry Whittaker from State 
Training Services (pictured right) 
about the new skills’ packages 
that are open to councils to as-
sist them with staff training.  
 
Councils are able to choose off-
the-shelf packages or customise 
training for employees by taking 
modules from different packag-
es to fit a specified employee’s 
needs.   
 

Federal Government Seeks Input to Review of 
Product Stewardship Legislation 
The Federal Government has launched a review of its Product 
Stewardship Legislation. The Product Stewardship Act 2011 
provides the framework to effectively manage the environ-
mental, health and safety impacts of products, and in particu-
lar those impacts associated with the disposal of products and 
their associated waste. The most well known outcome of the 
Act is the National Television and Computer Recycling Scheme 
(NTCRS). 
 
REROC representatives attended a consultation in Sydney on 
the Review expressing our concerns about the operation of 
the NTCRS and the need to introduce a mandatory target for 
collections from rural and regional areas.  
 
Responses to the Review are due on 29 June.  

In early March REROC representatives met with the 

Office of Emergency Management (OEM) to discuss the 

new Disaster Recovery Funding Arrangements (DRFA). 

The DRFA will replace the NDRRA from 1 July 2018. RE-

ROC Member Councils have had a number of serious 

issues with the NDRRA operations and in mid-2017 met 

with the NSW Emergency Services Minister, Hon Troy 

Grant, to express our frustrations about the delays and 

red tape that plagued the program.  

 

Members are hopeful that the issues that were encoun-

tered with the NDRRA will be addressed with the DRFA 

and to that end raised a number of issues at the March 

meeting. These issues were discussed by the REROC 

Board and also by the Engineers at their most recent 

meeting. The issues we raised in relation to Disaster 

Recovery Funding included councils being able to use 

their own labour to undertake repairs, compensation 

for the use of council machinery on repairs and reduc-

ing the amount of red tape and approvals which have 

caused substantial delays in repairing damage.  

 

A major concern with previous arrangements has been 

the requirement to repair the asset to its pre-disaster 

condition rather than include improvements that would 

mean the assset is less likely to be damaged in a future 

disaster. Member Councils do not believe it is an effec-

tive use of public funds to keep repairing an asset when 

disaster strikes rather than to use the opportunity to 

improve the asset, so it is less likely to suffer damage in 

the future. This is particularly the case in flood situa-

tions where flooding often occurs in the same way at 

the same location, with the same impacts on council 

assets.    

 

A further consultation on the new DRFA with the 

Office of Emergency Management will be hosted by 

REROC on 24 May at 10.00a.m. Anyone wishing to 

attend should contact the REROC Office on 69 319 050.  

 

 



The REROC Waste Forum has finalised the Case Study undertaken by Just Waste 
Consulting and a booklet has been printed. The Case Study is intended to provide 
information to rural and regional councils about how they can set up low tech, low 
cost composting operations that are viable and sustainable.  
 
Coolamon was the first small council in NSW to permanently introduce a FOGO 
collection service with full composting processing, on-site at their landfill. The Case 
Study shows how the Council implemented its FOGO collection and how it estab-
lished and operates its processing facility. Coolamon uses all the compost pro-
duced on its parks, gardens and public facilities.  
 
The Case Study can be downloaded from the Waste Forum website 

The Annual No Time to Waste Forum 
will be held in the Convention Centre 
at the Rules Club in Wagga Wagga on 
6 June. Once again the Forum brings 
together experts in their fields to talk 
about issues that are of direct rele-
vance to local governments operating 
in rural and regional areas.  
 
In addition to placing the issues re-
lating to China Sword in the spotlight 
(see story on page one), other issues 
and initiatives in the spotlight are CDS 
with Alex Tomic from TOMRA-
Cleanaway talking about the roll-out 
of redemption centres and the Office 
of Local Government talking about 
refund sharing agreements between 
councils and MRFs. The OLG is pro-
ducing materials to assist councils in 
their negotiations.  
 
Innovative approaches to waste man-
agement will be highlighted with Air-
borne Insight talking about the use of 
drones can assist in landfill manage-

ment. Education programs will also 
be showcased, with NetWaste talking 
about their very successful Waste2Art 
initiative which has been running for 
10 years and Wagga Wagga City 
speaking about their Don’t Dump its 
Dumb campaign.  
 
Management issues that challenge all 
councils including data capture and 
asbestos management will be ad-
dressed by the EPA and the LGNSW.  

An ewaste update will be provided by 
Rose Read from MRI PSO. MRI PSO is 
the business that REROC currently 
contracts with to provide ewaste ser-
vices in our Region. 
 
For more information on the Waste 
Conference and to book go to 
www.waste.reroc.com.au  and click 
on the link on the front of the 
homepage. The cost of attending 
$143 (inc GST) for the first 2 dele-
gates from the same organisation and 
then $110 for each subsequent dele-
gate.  
 
The No Time to Waste Conference is 
hosted by REROC and supported by 
the NSW EPA.  
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Coolamon Organics Study in Print 

Innovation in Waste Management to be Showcased at     
Conference 

https://waste.reroc.com.au/coolamon-shire-organics-case-study/C:/Users/jbriggs/Documents/adelaide
http://www.waste.reroc.com.au


Recycle Night? Recycle 
Right Receives National 
Exposure 

REROC’s Recycle Night? Recycle 
Right! initiative was showcased at 
the recent National Waste Confer-
ence held in Coffs Harbour. REROC 
CEO, Julie Briggs,  spoke about the 
development of the project and its 
goal of achieving behavioural 
change that lowers contamination 
rates in kerbside recycling.  
 
The address, which included show-
ing all three advertisements that 
were made for the project, was ex-
tremely well received.  The repre-
sentative from WasteMinz in New 
Zealand expressed interest in 
adopting a similar project there, 
while NetWaste in central NSW has 
already developed their own cam-
paign based on the same concept. 
Northern Rivers Waste has also 
asked to use the concept in their 
region.  
 
The campaign was conceived, devel-
oped and delivered by REROC work-
ing closely with local creative team 
of Jackie Cooper from Jack of Hearts 
who did all the video work and   
Cristy Houghton from Embarketing 
who took care of the messaging, the 
advertisement preparation and all 
the social media. This local creative 
team deserve our congratulations 
on their unbelievable work which 
knocked them dead in the aisles at 

the Conference. 
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National Road Safety Strategy Round Table 
 
REROC was contacted by the Australian Local Government Association requesting 
that we host a Roundtable discussion for the Independent Inquiry into the National 
Road Safety Strategy. We were the only regional location to host a consultation for 
the Strategy. The consultation was held in Wagga Wagga on 13 April. The invitation 
to attend was also extended to the RAMROC councils.   

 
The two Co-chairs of the NRSS Inquiry, Associate Professor Jeremy Woolley, Direc-
tor Centre for Automotive Safety Research (CASR) and Dr John Crozier, Chair of the 
Trauma Committee of the Royal Australasian College of Surgeons attended the 
Roundtable to hear what councils, which included representatives from as far away 
as Wentworth, had to say about road safety.   

 
 
 

 
 
A common theme was the difficulty councils had in obtaining timely statistical data 
about what was happening on their roads in relation to accidents and near misses. 
Councils also talked about their frustration that funding is often dictated by fatali-
ties rather than by minor accidents and near misses which are often a sign that 
something is wrong.  
 
The Co-chairs also used the forum as an opportunity to test their ideas and get a 
clear understanding of the specific challenges that regional and rural councils face. 
The Inquiry Report is due to be lodged with the Federal Government by the end of 
April.  

 

Left: Ass Prof. Jeremy Woolley 

Co-chair of the Inquiry 

Left: Attendees at the 

consultation 

REROC  Requests  R2R Funding Levels be Maintained 
REROC has written to the Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Infrastruc-

ture, Hon Michael McCormack to raise concerns about the Government’s  deci-

sion to revert R2R funding to the level that applied prior to the introduction of 

an increase to the Fuel Excise Levy.  It is estimated that the change will result in 

a fall of $355 million in R2R funding across Australia. 

In responding to our concerns the Deputy Prime Minister has advised that  it is 

not correct that the funding has been cut, because the funding was previously 

doubled and will now revert to and remain at $400 million per year.  

R2R funding is vitally important to local government and REROC will continue to 

pursue this issue with the Federal Government  



Southern Lights Business Case Underway 
Work continues on this ground-breaking project. Broken Hill City Coun-
cil has joined the project which means it now covers 42 LGAs across 
virtually all of southern NSW. The goal of the project is to replace 
75,000 streetlights with LED lighting and smart control devices.  
 
The project has reached the Business Case stage with work underway 
to determine the real costs of rolling out the project and the likely re-
turn on investment. The Southern Lights Group of Councils are working 
closely with Essential Energy on the development of the business case. 
The Group has engaged Next Energy, specialist street lighting consult-
ants who provided guidance to Darwin City Council and the SSROC 
Group of Councils on their LED and smart technology roll-out to work on the business case.  
 
There are also a number of issues that we are working through with Essential Energy including the residual 
capital value of the current street lights and the terms and conditions relating to the operation of LEDs which 
impact on any trials that may be established for the technology. Keep up to date with the project at 
www.southernlightsnsw.org.au  

 
 

REROC continues to provide input to the review of the Public Lighting Code. The Review has been on-going for 
almost 3 years during which time responsibility for its carriage has been transferred between NSW State agen-
cies, currently it is with the Department of Planning and Environment.  
 
The Code is important because it sets the baseline service requirements for the delivery of street lighting services 
to councils by the Distribution Network Service Providers (DNSPs), REROC’s DNSP is Essential Energy.  
 
Councils across NSW spend millions of dollars a year on street lighting, most of the expense is not on the power 
to run the lights but on the service and network charges that are paid to Essential Energy. Therefore it is im-
portant that the document that underpins this service provision protects the interests of councils. The service is a 
monopoly and councils do not have the choice of purchasing from another provider. 
 
REROC has for over a decade argued that the Code should be mandatory and that it should include penalties 
when service requirements are not met. We are making the argument because in NSW the State’s Road Authori-
ties are responsible for ensuring that streets are properly lit - the problem is that the Road Authorities, who are 
the RMS and local government, do not own the lights. They remain the property of the DNSP, even though in 
many cases the councils and the RMS have paid for the lights.  
 
REROC and the other members of the Southern Lights Group as well as SSROC in Sydney and the LGNSW are ar-
guing that the Code must reflect the risks and responsibilities that the Road Authorities bear under legislation 
rather than the commercial demands of the DNSPs.  
 
The Draft of the Code has been released for comment by the Department. REROC will be attending further con-
sultations with the Department prior to the close of the responses on 8 June. The Draft Code and Consultation 
Paper can be downloaded from: https://www.resourcesandenergy.nsw.gov.au/energy-supply-industry/
legislation-and-policy/electricity-legislation/code-review  
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NSW Public Lighting Code Review - Draft Code Released for Comment 

https://www.southernlightsnsw.org.au/
https://www.resourcesandenergy.nsw.gov.au/energy-supply-industry/legislation-and-policy/electricity-legislation/code-review
https://www.resourcesandenergy.nsw.gov.au/energy-supply-industry/legislation-and-policy/electricity-legislation/code-review


REROC Uses New Procurement 
Platform for Construction and 

Demolition of Waste 

Riverina Eastern Regional 
Organisation of Councils  

81-83 Johnston St, Wagga Wagga 

P.O. Box 646 

Wagga Wagga 

 
 

Phone: (02) 69319 050 

Fax: (02) 69319 040 

E-mail: mail@reroc.com.au 

Web: www.reroc.com.au 

www.waste.reroc.com.au 

REROC Launches new Waste Forum 
Website 

The REROC Waste Forum’s work is now show-
cased on a brand new website. The website, de-
veloped by local firm Embarketing, was 
launched in mid-April.  

The website provides links to the Waste Forum’s 
projects, strategies and resources. The new look 
ensures that the Waste Forum’s work is easily 
accessible for Member Councils and others. Go 
to www.reroc.waste.com.au.  

DIARY DATES—2018 
Board Meetings: 
28  June - Parliament 
House, Canberra 
2 August -  RJ Hall Room, 
Commercial Club 
11 October - RJ Hall 
Room, Commercial Club 
6 December - RJ Hall 
Room, Commercial Club 
 
Planning  Technical 
Committee 
12 June 
14 August 
9 October 
11 December  
 
Water Technical  
Committee: 
14 June 
16 August 
18 October 
13 December 
 
 
 
 

Waste Forum: 
20 June 
8 August 
3 October 
5 December 
 
Youth and  
Community Network: 
15 August 
17 October 
12 December 
 
Infrastructure  
Committee: 
7 August 
6 November 
 
Workforce  
Development  
Committee: 
To be set 
 
RivSIG (Riverina Spatial 
Data Group: 
13 June 
5 September  
 

Conferences and 
Events: 
Disaster Recovery Fund-
ing Arrangements Infor-
mation Session: 24 May 
No Time to Waste: 6 
June 
Mapped Out: 7-8 No-
vember 
Build a Bridge: 20-22 
August 
 
Take Charge Youth 
Leadership Workshops:  
Temora Workshop: 29 
August 
Junee Workshop: 30 
August 
 
 

REROC has finalised the specifications for the pro-
cessing of construction and demolition waste. This 
procurement will be first to use our new procure-
ment platform eProcure.  
 
The adoption of this procurement portal takes our 
procurement processes to a new level. It will pro-
vide REROC with a dedicated portal that will allow 
us to better facilitate and track procurement.  
 
The Construction and Demolition contract is for 
three participating Member Councils: Coolamon, 
Lockhart and Greater Hume.  The procurement 
will result in a service to the councils to crush con-
crete, bricks and other demolition waste.  

http://www.reroc.waste.com.au

