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What is WSC Urban Backyard Burning of Vegetation Policy Map?



Key Points: WSC Urban Backyard Burning of Vegetation Policy

Where and when is burning allowed?

All properties > 4000 square metres + not zoned medium density 
(R3) are able to burn.

Burning is not allowed during a Total Fire Ban or on No Burn Days.

A Permit from Fire Authority also required.



Challenges: Development and Practical Implementation of Policy

Council Limited Available GIS Resources

• Limited GIS team support

• Need for easy upskilling of Environment and Sustainability Team 

Members

• ArcGIS + ArcGIS Online

Modelling of Policy Options

• Visualising options for policy review

• Great tool for discussing complicated policy options with Councillors



Challenges: Development and Practical Implementation of Policy

Community Understanding

• Complaints – can my neighbour burn?

• Analysis of complaints for common themes

• What is the size of my property?

• What is my zoning?

• Which Fire Authority do I speak to?

Fire Authority Relationships

• Varying fire authority boundaries

• Varying requirements for time of year



We wanted to answer some very important policy 
questions:

• How can we best manage this change?

• Why are policies so complicated? 

• Why are policies so boring?

• What does this policy mean for me?

• Is there a way out of this silo? 



So…

• Let’s make the policy easy to understand

• Let’s make it personal

• Let’s make it useful in the field

• Let’s make it easy to update





RFS Permit Area

FRNSW Permit Area









Backyard Burning Conditions: Link from Map to Council Website



Awareness: Use of the Map and Website

Website hits for all backyard burning pages

2017 2018 2019 2020

3,850 5,967 6,402 10,448

36% drop in number of 
complaints and incidents 
between pre and post 
Map periods monitored
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Awareness: Use of the Map and Website



Fire Authorities: Feedback

• RFS and Fire and Rescue NSW noted that the policy is being 
understood by the community

• Map created a drop in their general enquiries

• Ongoing collaboration on compliance
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Questions

Ian Perkins  
Natural Resource Projects Coordinator
Wingecarribee Shire Council
e. ian.perkins@wsc.nsw.gov.au
t. (02) 4868 0888   m. 0408435519


