
Water Quality
Urban Sustainability Project
Case Study 9

Council: Cootamundra Shire Council Theme: Water Quality
Project Name: Piping of Open Drain  Hurley/Parker Street Intersection to Muttama Creek

Project Summary 
Financial

Total Cost $175,000

Grant Funding $80,000

Environmental & Community TARGETS ACTUAL OUTCOMES

Improvement in catchment water quality 20% 15%

Individuals engaged in the Project (Year 2) 15 18

Number of Organisations Engaged 4 3

Overview of the Project 

The project undertaken was located in the town of Cootamundra where an existing open drain 
from the Hurley Street/ Parker Street intersection to the Muttama Creek was causing a problem with 
stormwater erosion, siltation, ponding and pollution, all of which were negatively impacting on the 
water quality in the Creek.

This open earth drain was installed in the 1950s and 
carries water from approximately 20% of the town area. 
The drain is relatively flat and holds water for extended 
periods creating insect and odour problems as well 
as being difficult to access and maintain. Therefore 
the installation of the piped drainage structure with 
a gross pollutant trap provides great benefits to the 
environment in general and for Muttama Creek in 
particular. 

The works involved the excavation to grade of the 
existing open drain. Council installed approx. 150 metres 
of 1.8m diameter stormwater drainage pipes including 
a Gross Pollutant Trap (GPT) in the open drain which ran 
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Before: The point at which the open drain enters 
Muttama Creek



alongside residential and community service/medical 
buildings. In addition Council removed exotic tree 
species that had established on the Creek’s banks and 
improved community access to the Creek surrounds.

Council secured a Drainage Easement from the owner 
Greater Murray Area Health Service (GMAHS). Council 
also sought the involvement from GMAHS, Muttama 
Creek Regeneration Group and Murrumbidgee 
Catchment Management Authority (MCMA) in 
revegetating the site post-construction.

The project had been identified in Council’s Stormwater 
Management Plan. Project partners were Greater Murray 
Area Health Service, the Muttama Creek Regeneration 
Group and the MCMA.

Benefits and advantages

Council has been working on a number of strategies to 
improve stormwater inflows to the Muttama Creek. This 
project meets the criteria of reducing pollutant loads 
entering the Creek, reducing erosion and bank slumping 
by piping the open drain and removing the exotic tree 
species prevalent along the drain as well as improving 
access and the aesthetic appeal of the Creek surrounds. 
Council together with the Muttama Creek Regeneration Group group and Cootamundra High School 
have carried out baseline water testing along the Creek for comparison purposes over time . 

Where to next?

The ongoing improvements to the environs of the Muttama Creek through Cootamundra are the 
subject of a comprehensive regeneration plan adopted by Council and developed by the Muttama 
Creek Regeneration Group which is a section 355 Committee of the Council. The way forward has been 
summarised as follows;

• Stormwater pollutant removal technology 
 eg.continued Installation of gross pollutant traps.

• Successful consultation with private landowners 
 concerning improvements to the Creek eg. exotic 
 tree removal, native revegetation

• Arranging local sponsorships and support from local 
 community organisations, clubs and businesses for 
 activities specific to Creek improvements.

• The involvement of all local schools (Cootamundra 
 Public School, Cootamundra High School, EA Southee 
 School, Sacred Heart Central School, Elouera Special 
 School, Lambing Flat Enterprises) in activities to 
 improve the Creek eg. Stream watch, plantings, 
 OzGREEN (Global Rivers Environmental Education 
 Network) projects etc.
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Before: The Parker Street/ Hurley Street intersection where the 
new drainage pipes commence 

Before: Part of the open drain to be piped as a result of 
the project

During:  Workers setting levels for new pipeline
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• Positive involvement by the general community in 
 activities to improve the Creek eg. Creek walk and 
 talks, Clean Up Australia Day, working bees at the 
 Creek etc.

• Active promotion of, and education about, 
 project activities and improvements for community 
 groups through presentations to groups and publicity 
 in the local newspaper and other media (local radio, 
 television, website).

• The development of a recognisable ‘brand’ to 
 promote the cause eg. a logo.

• The development of strategies to ensure ongoing 
 maintenance of Creek improvements (cleaning, 
 monitoring of Creek and pollutant traps etc).

• Signage that accurately reflects environmental, historical and indigenous significance.

• Successful applications for further funding of projects specific to Creek improvements 
 eg. government grants.

What could be done differently next time? 

The works have been a resounding success and have met the requirements and criteria detailed in the 
grant application. Council’s only problems during construction were related to weather conditions and 
the fact that the works were commenced just as the worst drought in 100 years was broken by heavy 
and persistant rainfall and flooding.

Background

REROC Councils received $1,918,400.00 grant funding 
in September 2008 from the NSW Environmental Trust 
for the Total Urban Water Management in the Eastern 
Riverina project to complete 26 projects. The Urban 
Sustainability Program aims to facilitate projects of 
significant environmental benefit to be delivered 
by local government in partnership with other 
government agencies, local businesses, and community 
organisations.  

Water access, quality, quantity and sustainability  
ere identified by member councils of REROC as the 
most pressing issues and projects identified were 

categorised under five environmental themes; Water Harvesting, Water Conservation, Water Quality, 
Salinity Management, and  Environmental Flows. Read about the other projects on the REROC 
website www.reroc.com.au 
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During:  Installation of headwall and pipe sections.

After: Backfilled pipeline showing easy access to 
Muttama Creek.


