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Geographical Names Board – Secretariat
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Place Naming

Place-names are an important part of our

geographical and cultural environment. They 

identify geographical entities of different kinds 

and represent irreplaceable cultural values of 

vital significance to people’s sense of 

well-being and feeling at home.

Kurt Zilliacus
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Place Naming – What can be officially named?
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Reserve Hill Mountain Railway Stations River

Rock Swamp Locality/Suburb 
names and 
boundaries

Beach Plain

Place means any geographical or topographical feature or any area, district, division, locality, region, city, town, village, 

settlement or railway station or any other place within the territories and waters of the State of New South Wales but does not 

include any road, any area (within the meaning of the Local Government Act 1993), area of operations of a county council or a 

joint organisation area (within the meaning of that Act), any electoral district under the Electoral Act 2017, any school or any 

place or place within a class of places to which the provisions of this Act do not apply by virtue of the regulations.

https://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/#/view/act/1993/30
https://www.legislation.nsw.gov.au/#/view/act/2017/66


Aboriginal Place Naming
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The Geographical Names Board is committed 
to reawakening Aboriginal place names in New 
South Wales. 

Through place naming, communities have the 
opportunity to unlock past stories, preserve 
traditions and provide a sense of  belonging 
and identity.

Anyone can make a proposal to the 
Geographical Names Board to restore and 
recognise an Aboriginal place name and have 
it officially assigned under the Geographical 
Names Act 1966. 



Recognition and use of Aboriginal Names
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• Consult with Local Aboriginal Land Council

• Consult with relevant Aboriginal communities

• Identify language group and definition of the 
word 

Naming roads 
or places using 

Aboriginal 
Language

• Non-Aboriginal assigned geographical name 
already exists

• Reinstatement of traditional Aboriginal name 
for a place names

• Does not apply to localities, towns or roads

Dual naming



Road Naming
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The Proposal System
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Simplify

Automate

Intuitive

Smart



The Proposal System – Place Naming
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The Proposal System – Road Naming
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The Proposal System – Enhancement Project
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Offensive Names
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Offensive Names
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Policy and legislation updates
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Geographical Names Board

Website – www.gnb.nsw.gov.au

Email: ss-gnb@customerservice.nsw.gov.au

Phone: (02) 6332 8214

http://www.gnb.nsw.gov.au/
mailto:ss-gnb@customerservice.nsw.gov.au

